
Piseco’s Roadside Plants
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 p
resentation A

ug
ust 9 2025



Som
e roadside plants are invasive:

�
They a

re not native to our country, brought here 
for ‘m

ed
icinal’ p

urposes
�

They often outcom
pete and displace native 

plants
�

They ha
ve little va

lue for w
ild

life
�

Som
e are very attractive



Is this an opportunity 
for a fresh start on 
roadside vegetation?



To N
am

e a few
 invasive plants:

•
G

arlic M
ustard can invade the forest understory and 

can alter the soil.  
•

Biennial, w
ith seeds viable for  >  10 years – m

aking 
control a  long term

 challenge.

➢
G

arlic M
ustard

First year plant 

Second year plant w
ith green seed 

pods (they turn brow
n w

hen ripe). 
Flow

er has 4 petals



To N
am

e a few
 invasive plants:

➢
Purple Loosestrife 

➢
Biocontrol beetles w

ere released recently.  
➢

It w
ill take a few

 years to establish these insects.



To N
am

e a few
 invasive plants:

�
M

ugw
ort 

➢
Established in Poplar Point / stum

p dum
p

➢
Very difficult to rem

ove



To N
am

e a few
 invasive plants:

➢
M

ugw
ort

➢
Large patch on O

ld Piseco Road
➢

Established in Poplar Point / stum
p dum

p
➢

Very difficult to rem
ove



To N
am

e a few
 invasive plants:

�
Sw

eet W
hite C

lover

Seeds are viable for > 30 years
A

 biocontrol exists



To N
am

e a Few
 Invasive Plants:

�
C

olt’s Foot
✓

D

➢
Difficult to rem

ove
➢

Has very deep roots
➢

Sm
othering doesn’t w

ork
➢

C
row

ds out native plants 
➢

Herbicide w
orks – but …



To N
am

e a few
 invasive plants:

�
 W

ild Parsnip

➢
C

an form
 dense stands and degrade a m

eadow
➢

Sap is phytotoxic, and causes severe burns 



To N
am

e a few
 invasive plants:

�
Vinca (m

yrtle)

�
It crow

ds out all other plants
�

Large colony at Poplar Point and elsew
here

�
It’s w

axy m
ature leaves do not respond to herbicide

�
It is very difficult to rem

ove, as it has deep roots that return

 



To N
am

e a few
 invasive plants

➢
Spotted Knapw

eed

➢
 Knapw

eeds reproduce by seed or regenerate from
 root crow

n.
➢

A biocontrol w
eevil exists and is effective 

➢
Knapw

eed
produces toxins from

 its roots, and can stunt the grow
th of nearby 

plants and displace native species.  
➢

It is m
aking large colonies in the field at Transfer Station.



G
O

O
D PLA

N
TS Found on Piseco Roadsides

N
A

TIVE PLA
N

TS 
Do not do w

ell w
ith invasive plants, and 

are often lost. 



Bob and M
att have the right idea

C
one flow

ers and 
Black Eyed Susan are 
N

ative Plants for 
sunny fields.  



G
O

O
D PLA

N
TS nearest the road

Foam
 Flow

er

Dw
arf C

inquefoil 

These plants are connected or easily re-grow

Jew
elw

eed



G
O

O
D PLA

N
TS nearest the road

�
Th

Bladder w
ort

Violet 
Straw

berry



N
ative plants m

idw
ay, betw

een w
oods and roadside 

G
olden Alexander

These sim
ilar plants have very long or deep roots, 

and all are about 12” tall.

Sarasprilla 
Dogbane w

 flow
ers



N
ative plants m

idw
ay, betw

een w
oods and roadside 

Pink M
ilkw

eed – also in 
orange and w

hite
Zig zag goldenrod



N
ative plants on O

ld Piseco Road near the w
oods

Red-flow
ered Raspberry

Tall M
eadow

 Rue



O
ther N

ative Flow
ers C

om
m

on on Piseco Roads

Joe-Pye W
eed

Flat-Top A
ster

Firew
eed



N
ative Flow

ers near O
ld Piseco Road

Plants near the w
oods

Interrupted Fern
Fire W

eed
Zig Zag 
G

oldenrod

N
ew

com
b

’s W
ildflow

er guid
e  lists 25 typ

es of golden rod
 in N

orth ea
st 

Zig
 za

g is the m
ost com

m
on goldenrod

 on old
 Piseco road

 – it  tolerates 
shad

e



W
hat’s N

ext?

Please be thinking: 

W
hat can w

e do to avoid a 
return of the  invasive plants?


